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MAIN AIM

To establish education for Advanced Practice in Children’s Services.

Main current issue

No programmes of education provision specifically for Advanced Paediatric Nursing Practice or for AHPs at Paediatric Advanced Practice level are currently available in Scotland.

There is currently a NES supported module (but not full programme) at Glasgow Caledonian University which may be appropriate for those wishing to work in Emergency Care.

There are a number of ‘generic’ programmes at Masters Level which students can follow adapting the assignments to their area of practice.  However, this is not the educational pathway of choice requested by stakeholders (e.g. SPENS, RCPCH etc) or by SGHD.  A more CYP focused input is felt to be important particularly in the areas of Masters Level Paediatric pathophysiology, Advanced Assessment and other specific theoretical components.

What has been done

· Meeting with all Scottish HEI’s in March 09 to consider a way forward.  There is no capacity to meet this need in the short term therefore 10 students were funded via SGHD to undertake the 3 year part time APNP course at Liverpool John Moores University.  These students are progressing well and 3 students have now been released by their Health Boards to undertake the course on a full time basis (1 Year).  Lecturers from LJMU have delivered elements of the programme face –to-face in Scotland.
· In addition, NES has funded 2 students to undertake an Paediatric Advanced Practice Education Course at London Southbank University.

· Two further meetings with HEI’s were held in June and September 2009.  These meetings generated ideas for curriculum development and collaboration between universities.  JMU material shared and discussed.  Following this meeting NES had 4 notes of interest for moving the CYP agenda forward:

· Queen Margaret University

· West of Scotland University

· Edinburgh Napier University

· Dundee University

Current Position
Representatives from the above HEI’s met on 28 October and 9 November 2009.  There is still a real issue of viability for small numbers of CYP staff undertaking courses.  However, there is the potential to offer PG Cert (SCQF II) for Paediatric Advanced Practice.  This would involve all 4 Universities who have expressed interest offering 2 practice based Master modules using Advanced Practice outcomes and one theory module from a menu of 3 or 4 options (for example, “Advanced Paediatric Pathophysiology”, “Advanced Paediatric Assessment” and “Clinical Decision making” “Paediatric Advanced Practice for AHP’s”).  The proposed theory modules are new and have been suggested in response to stakeholder requests.  The titles may change after further consulation with service managers and the modules would have to be designed and developed before the PG Cert could commence.  There is a general feeling that each University could take one module to develop, work up and offer through blended learning delivery.  Using this model students who exit with the PG Cert (Advanced Paediatric Practitioner) would also have the option of “topping up” to a PG Dip and then full Masters award by selecting the additional options from the newly developed modules to gain the required credits.  Funding for the development of 4 new modules has now been secured from NES in year budget allocation and proposals will be invited (to be completed by March 2010).
· In addition to the above, NES have:

· Established electronic and face to face support for all Scottish students on APNP courses at LJMU & London Southbank University.
· Modified the Scottish Government Advanced Practice Succession Planning Toolkit to apply to CYP workforce of both nurses and AHPs and commenced 10 staff on the Advanced Practice succession planning pathway in September 09.  NHS Boards will receive from NES 2k per student to assist with education development needs.  Interviews for a second cohort (8-10) will take place during the first week in December.
· Established a Scottish Paediatric Advanced Practice (CYP) network.  

What will be done

· An electronic ‘Community of Practice’ for all Advanced Practitioners in CYP Services in Scotland will be established by January 2010.  This will facilitate sharing of experiences, educational resources and information.
